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Guide to U.S. Health and Health Care Policy provides the analytical connections showing
students how issues and actions are translated into public policies and institutions for resolving
or managing health care issues and crises, such as the recent attempt to reform the national
health care system. The Guide highlights the decision-making cycle that requires the
cooperation of government, business, and an informed citizenry in order to achieve a
comprehensive approach to advancing the nation’s health care policies. Through 30 topical,
operational, and relational essays, the book addresses the development of the U.S. health care
system and policies, the federal agencies and public and private organizations that frame and
administer those policies, and the challenges of balancing the nation’s health care needs with
the rising costs of medical research, cost-effective treatment, and adequate health
insurance.Key Features:The 30 topical essays investigate the fundamental political, social,
economic, and procedural initiatives that drive health and health care policy decisions affecting
Americans at the local, regional, and national levelsEssential themes traced throughout the
chapters include providing access to health care, national and international intervention,
nutrition and health, human and financial resource allocation, freedom of religion versus public
policy, discrimination and health care policy, universal health care coverage, private health care
versus publicly funded health care, and the immediate and long-term costs associated with
disease prevention, treatment, and health maintenanceA Glossary of Key Health Care Policy
Terms and Events, a selected Master Bibliography, and a thorough Index are included.This must-
have reference for political science and public policy students who seek to understand the
issues affecting health care policy in the U.S. is suitable for academic, public, high school,
government, and professional libraries.

"The title precisely describes the content of this excellent compendium edited by Oliver (Univ. of
Wisconsin-Madison), an expert in the field of population health....This is a first for a reference
publication treating the subject in such comprehensive detail, and it is suitable for all libraries
and readers who desire a well-rounded treatment of US health policy. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. All readers." -- M. A. Porter ― CHOICE Published On: 2015-08-01About the
AuthorThomas R. Oliver is professor of population health sciences in the School of Medicine
and Public Health at the University of Wisconsin–Madison. There, he also serves as director of
the Master of Public Health program and of the Wisconsin Center for Public Health Education
and Training and is a faculty affiliate of the Robert M. La Follette School of Public Affairs. Before
coming to Wisconsin, he held faculty positions at the University of Maryland and Johns Hopkins
University.Trained in health administration and political science, Professor Oliver teaches
courses in domestic and international health systems and policy and in the politics of health



policy to a variety of professional and graduate students. Over the course of his career, he has
published a wide range of research examining major issues in health politics, policy, and system
reform at all levels of government. He has focused much of his work on how ideas―whether
specific concepts, evidence-based analysis, or paradigm shifts―are translated into action
through leadership and institutional dynamics. Currently, he is studying the critical roles of
intersectoral governance and leadership in strategies for population health improvement in the
United States and other countries. Professor Oliver served as president of the Health Politics
and Policy section of the American Political Science Association in 2010–2011 and is a member
of the editorial board of the Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law.
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This is a sample. The number of pages displayed is limited. This is a sample. The number of
pages displayed is limited. Page 6 is not included in this sample. Page 8 is not included in
this sample.             
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Thomas Fahey, “Five Stars. Terrific overview of American public policy on health care.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 4 people have provided feedback.
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